Long term outcome of patients with autosomal dominant polycystic kidney diseases receiving peritoneal dialysis.
There is a general perception that patients with polycystic kidney disease on peritoneal dialysis have poor long-term technique survival. In order to test this opinion, we performed a retrospective analysis comparing results of 56 consecutive patients with polycystic kidney disease to 56 non-diabetic patients with bilateral small kidneys. The patient groups were all initiated on peritoneal dialysis over a 12 year period and matched for age, gender and years of end stage renal failure. After a mean follow-up period of 37 months the two groups were statistically indistinguishable in terms of mortality, kidney transplantation-censored technique survival, median death-censored technique survival, the number of patients switched permanently to hemodialysis due to technique failure and the rate of peritonitis. On Cox regression (multivariate) analysis, only the baseline serum albumin level was a significant and independent risk factor of death-censored technique failure. Our study found no difference in long term outcome of peritoneal dialysis therapy in patients with polycystic kidney disease compared to a non-diabetic matched control group.